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AND ANCESTRY OF THE PAMILY 1N THE UNITED STATES.

[AFFENDIX TG A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE FAMILY OF REV. DAYVID D. FIELD, . I.]

Smce the foregoing pages were printed, T have received oddi-
tional information in regard to the FieLos in England, and the
ancestry of the branches of the family that came to this country.

Oesoop Fiewp, Eeq, an American gentleman, long resident in
London* in the intervals of active business, haa devoted a good
deal of research to ingniring into the ancestry of the Frxrps whe
came to America more than two hundred years ago, After reading
the previous acconnt, he writes aa follows:

T

“At page 1 itis stated that the name of De 1s Frip or Fisto can
be ‘traced back almast to the Conguest” The compiler does not
geem 1o be aware that Huprerus pE La Frip wes in England within
a year or two of that event, and, in all probability, came over with /
the Conqueror. He was of the family of the Couxya nE Ly Frwp, of
Colmar, in Alsatia, on the German horder of France, who trace
back to the darkest peried of the middle ages, about the sixth cen.
tury. Probably, not & dozen families in Europe can prove so high
an antiquity.

[A printed account, prepared by Mr. Oseoop Fierp, says, that
the ancestors of this Hueerros pE 1.4 Frn—" the progenitor of the
English pe L Feros”—* had been seated at the Chateau de la Feld,

*He ia the son of Moses Freen, of New York, & ciliten well known for hla
wealth and bepevolence, who dled & few years since; and bhelongs to that /
branch af the family dexcended from Roseer Freod, of Flushiog, L. I

i

I

b



rava

\
O%(\‘“cgb/ {
3 - \cﬁ .

near Colmar, n Alsatia, for centuries before, and so early as the
darkest period which followed the full of the Roman Empire. Here,
one of them catertained, in the 11th century, Pore LEe 1X. and his.
Clourt, on his way to conseerato the Cathedral of Strasburg. The
odifice received many benefactions at their hands, and severol of
them are mterred here in the chantries they founded.

* Bo early as the thivd year of Wrsrian Tk Coxquekos, 1068, Hu-
aer7Us DE La Fro held lands io the county of Laneaster, probably
granted to him for military services, In the twelfth year of Hesny
L, Joux pE za FELD nppenrs as the owner of lands in the same
county.

** The firat appearance of the FinLps, without the prefix ‘ de Ia,’
in this neighborhood, is in that part of the West Riding of York-
shire which borders upon Lancashire; and I am inclined to think,
fram the fact of their progress from west to east, and from other
reasons, that they came from the latter county.”]

“In speaking of the identity of “this family with the Fierps, I
would obzerve that I do not remember to have met with the pame
Fero, without a prefix, earlier than about 1400,* and hesides the
fact of the FieLDs appearing where the pe La Frips were located at
an earlier date, (of which T could add several instances to those
given), the arma of the Derarisins, of Audley, County Hereford, are
atmost the same az those of the modern family, viz: *Sable, 3
gachs argent” The chevron was often nzed in heraldry, for what is
termed a *difference; 4. ¢, 'to distinguish branches of one family.

“The armws of Jox FieLp, the astronomer, are incorrectly drawn,
In the crest, the armt should be horizontal, and the sphere should
not be grasped, but held by the projection of the sxis. The en-
closed sketch, taken from the original grast, will best explain my
meaning.  The cheyron should be plain—I believe the coloring on
the engraving is or.  Now, althongh the Firvps of Oxfordshire had

* Y The prefix 'de In® was dropped by many families in England during the
1lth century, in conzequence of the wars with France having made It un-

popular,”
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the chevron or, the arms confirmed to the astronmmer had not. The
Freos, of Hertfordshire, had it < engrailed’ These slight varia-
tions are the heraldic * differences’ previonsly referred to,

“The earliest mention of the nane in this immediate neighbor-
oo, i3 that of Wirtiau Fetn, whose estate was administered by
his wife Karuerixe, April 21, 1480, Half a century later I find the
Fsepa, Frices and Fixeps established at four or five pointa within a ra.
dius of ten miles from Bradford, including the father of Jouy Freip, the
Astronomer, at Ardsley, abont seven miles from Great Horton, where
my immediate ancestors wers, Wo are related to, but not de-
seended from that distinguished man, and entitled to the arms
«confirmed to him, but strictly apeaking not to the crest.*

* M. Fierb seems to be lost In aitempting to trace the famlly of Joax Frzio,
and in a briel acoount which he farnbshed lately to the Genflaman’s Magazine,
supplementary to the article poblished in IB34, he says, “I am unable to
=y If Aoy of hia deacendants, in the male line, are aow lving.” Pechaps he
will reconalder his opinlon after reading the testimonles which Dollow. L will
gratily, a9 muth sy sgrprise hlm, to learn, by undoubled evidence, that there



4

“From the nncle of Rosest Frewp, of Floghing, descend the Frewos
of Heaton Hull, &c., about four miies from Horton, This branch has
been usually confined to one heir mole, and gs the last and ooly
member of it, Jouy Wirses Frevn, loft but two children, both daugh.
ters, married to the Eanc of Rosse and the Hon, Asmare DoxcoMoe,
M. P., our branch now represents the Frerps, of Heaton, na well as
the perent family of Horton.”

Mr, Freie has published sn account of the Frecos in England,
mueh more fall than that I have given, and which it woeld be very
important ic include in a more general history of the family,

This little book also led to the following letter being addressed
to Rev. Dr. Fiewn, of Stockbridge, by Mr. Rictiaen FieLp, of Brook-
lyn, a gentleman well known to many of the oldest and most respoet-
able citizens of New York :

“BroogLyYN, Jan. 26, 1562,
o My much vespected, though wnknown friend :

1 was recently called on by & gentleman, who introdaced him-
self by informing me thai he was a member of the Firto family,
from the State of New Jersey, whose ancestors he had been endeny-
oring to trace to as early a period as he could; and that he lad
sneceaded no farther than to a Jours Fiewn, who came to New Jersey
fram Flushing, L. L., more than 150 years ago; that for the purpose
of prosecuting his vesearches, he had recently visited Flushing, but
could obtain no satisfactory information in relation to the object of
lia inguiry., He learned that the old records of the town, in which
he lioped to find accounts of the early settlement of that place,

ara male descendants now living ; that he himeelf is one of them, and therefore
entitled, not only to the arms conflrmed to the astronomer, but alap to the erest;
and further, that this same eminent man is the tor of the princlpal families
of FIELDS In Ametica.
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had been destroyed by fire many yeara since, He finally met with
some one who advised him to call on me, as I coald probsbly far-
nish him with the desired information. He accordingly did call,
and 1 had the satisfaction to furnish him with the information, that
the Joux Fiern who removed feom Flushing was the son of Axtiony
Fmp, of Floshing; that Axtaoxy Fiete, hia brother Bessasry, and
father Roeent, with 8 number of others, were named in s patent of
confirmation obtained from Governor NicoLt, for the town of Flosh-
ing, doted Feb, 16th, 1666; that Roserr Fiero only was named in
the original patent obtained from Governor Krerr (that is, Rosger
only of the Fretos), He, with & nomber of others, obtained the
original patent from the Governor, or rather Director-General, of
New Natherlands, as New York was then called. Roeeer Frewn's
sons, ANTaoNY and Bexsaurs, were then children ot that date {Oct.
19th, 1645}, He was further informed, that Roszer Fiern, father of
Axtaoxy, was the son of James Fieip, and grandson of Marruew
FizLy, of Ardsley, York County, Enrland, and thot Marraew Fiewn
wag the -son of Joux Frerp, of Ardsley, formerly of London, the
velebrated astronomer,

“In the course of this interview, the gentleman showed me &
publication, which had recently fallen into his hands, entitled *The
Family of the Rev. D, D. Fiern, &¢” He was so kind as to leave
with me the volume for a short time. T was highly gratificd in its
perasal, but regretted to find the anthor had not been able to pro-
care the necessary data, to carry him out in tracing his ancestora at
Teast two generations beyond Zacoaewan Frewo, 1 have for a long
time been in possession of information, which perfectly satisficd me
thot Zaooastam was, beyond question, the grandsorr of Joax Frewo,
the astronomer, of Ardsley.

“On farther reflection, I concluded I would call on Cyros W,
Freen, with whom I had no peraonal acqnaintance, but whom I kad
known by sight for many years, and still more by reputation, for a
few yeara back, from his connectlon with the Atlantic cable enter-
prise, believing it would be o satisfaction to him and to his connee-
tions to be assored that Zacmarian Fizrn was, beyond doubt, the
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grandson of Joux Fieip, the astronomer. I accordingly called on
C. W. FieLy, and showed him the memoranda of which the incloged
are copies. He appeared to consider the information conveyed in
them as perfectly satisfactory and conclusive as to the fact that
Joux Fixrp, the astronomer,was clearly shown to be the grandfather
of Zacuantair Freup, He expressed a desire to he fornished with
copies of the memoranda, that e might forward them to his father,
who he thought would be much interested in the information they
furnished,”

[Mr. Frerp then detafls & plan which had been suggested for
getting up a penoslogical family tree, of which Jony Fierp, the astro-
namer, should form the trunk, and his descendants the branches, for
which purpose information was invited in regard to “the names of
those who can trace their ancestors back to either Zacaaziay Frerp,
whe came out to Boston about the year 1832—to WiLLIAM ot Joax
F1et, who come to Rhods Island shortly afterwards—or to Rosest
Frern, who arrived in Boston in 1644, and seftled in Flusbing in
1645.1]

The writer of this letter afterwards Jid me the kindness to eall
upon me, and to show me the proofs which made the ancestry of the
Frewns of this country se clear and plain to him. Within the last
two years I have seen him many times, and heve beer equally sur-
prised and gratified by the extent of his information. As I am
chicfly indebted to him for the facts which follow, it i3 vight to let
the render know the character and standing of my informant.  Mr.
Rrcrsep Fietp is an old merchant of New York, to which he came
more than half a ecentury age.  He was for twenty-two years, from
1323 to 1843, in partnership with Cranves C. THowrsos, The firm
was Fiewp, Tuoyrsox & Co. He was in business in Pearl Street,
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where Platt Street is now cut thropgh. From 1820 to 1845 he was
ie Cedar Bireet. He i now retired from business, being nearly 72
years old, The honse is still continned in the firm of FreLp, Mozris
<& Co., 345 Broadway, his two sons being partners, For the lnst
twenty-five years he hae lived in Brooklyn, where he still resides,
4t No, 199 Willow Street. He is connected with many of the pub-
lic inetitations of that city, and for some years has discharged the
responsible doties of President of the Brooklyn City Hospital,

At these interviews, Mr. Firip showed me mapy ancient and
curions documents conteining antopraph signatures of his ancestors
—one of them woder date of 1692, containg the signatures of his
grandfather’s great-grandfather, and of his grandmother’s grest-
grandfather ; othera contain the signstures of his father's great-
grandfather, Bexsanry Fierp, and of several of his lineal descend-
ants, a3 well as collateral branches of the family. Among these
was one [copied on the next page] which came from his grand-
mother, giving the date of the birth of Bexsauiy Fiern, in 1663,
and extending back in a direct line through his ancesfors, An-
taexy, Ropzrr, James, and MaTiHEw, to Joms Frewp the astron-
omer, giving the date of the hirth of each. There is also a doc-
ument executed by lis great-grandfather, Roseer Fretp, ron of
Bewsaurx, born in 1707, being the manumission of a slave, in
which he enys, “upon considering the case of pegroes now in
slavery, believing théy should be free, I do herehy declare, &ec.,”
diseharging his slave from all claims of himself or his heira,

These old papers are kept by Mr. Frern with religious eare, as
they enable him to trace back his ancestors, in an unbroken line,
for mors than three hundred ycars, and to find a great and honored
name as that of the fonnder of the family.
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The following ere the testimonies referred to in the letter of Me,
Fieip, which, in his view, establish the faet that the Fievns in this
country—at least those descended from Zacwamram, WiLttaw, Jonx,
or Roperr Fierp—were all descended from Jomw Fiewp the agbro-
nomer;

Copy of an old Record belonging to Mr, Romaen Figin, which came
from hiz grandmother, and which has probably been in the family
wmore than 100 years. The water wmark, G. R, with the crown,
shows that the paper was made when the United States were

Colonies of Great Britain,

Lesasunx Fierp was born ic Flushing, in the year 1663, was
the son of Avtuoxy snd Susasya Fiern. He had a brother Jouw, #
few yesrs alder than himself, who removed to tho Jersevs nnd
settled there, His father, Asretoxt Frerp, was born in England, in
1648, and came out with Ms father Romerr FizLp, to Beston, in
1644, and came to Flushing in 1645, together with his brother
Roserr, who was born in 1686, and Bessamiy, born in 1640.

Ropesr, father of AxToosy, was born at Ardsley, in England, in
1610, He liad a brother Janes, rod two sisters, Axye and Jvoim,
James Frein, father of Ropeer, was born at Ardsley, in 1587, He
was the son of Matmew Frerp, and had a brother Rosesr, younger
than himself. Martaew Fiewp, father of Jaumes, was born at Arda-
ley, in 1563, He had seven brothers, whose nsmes were—Ricn vrp,
older than Lhimael, and Christoraee, Jous, WiLias, Toouas, Jasmes
and Magmrx, and a sister ANxE, whoe were younger. Jomy FreLp,
father of Marraew, was born about 1523, He lived in London,
where it is belleved he was born, until about 1560, when he married
Faxe Anvae, daughter of Joos Awvas, and removed to Ardsley,
where be resided till his death, in 1587, While he resided in Lon-
don, hie waz engaged in publishing astronomical tables, by which he
wnined a very higl reputation as an astronomer.
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STATEMENT OF JOSIAH FIELD.

Jostam FieLo, was an unele of Ricuann Fiews, and of coorse, like
bim, was a descendant of the Flushing Fiewpa He was born in
1974, in the town of Greenwich, Conn., just over the line of the
State of New York, and was the son of Urian Figrp, He eame to
New York City aboet the year 1815, and here continned to reside
until his death in 1858 or 9. He waz a dealer in hides, and wan
well known to the leather merchants in “the ewamp,” as Ferry
Street, with its vicinity, was then called. His place of business was
in Elizabeth Street.

Josranm Fiern's statement of a conversation with en old gentleman of
the Masenohusefts branch of the Fiecn family, about the yeur
15830,

Jostsu Fierp stated, that he was one day standiog at the daor
of his place of business when he was accosted by an old gentleman
who was passing, with the inguiry whether hia name was Fietp, and
who, on receiving on sffirmative reply, remarked that he supposed
a0 from seeing the name on the sign board, He said hia object in
making the inquiry, was to learn whether he was a descendant of
the Flushing brench of the Fixip family, and whether he conld
trace them back beyond Roeezr Figrp, one of the first proprietors of
the Town of Floshing ? -

Jostsu Freen replied, that he was from the Flushing branch bf
the family, and that he could trace them back three generationa
heyond Roeger FieLe, with entire certainty. That Roeeer Frew, of 7
Flushing, was the son of Jaxes Fmop; that Jawes FiEwD was the
son of Marreew FiEup, of Ardsley; and that Marreew Frerp was
the son of Jornx FieLp, the astronomer.

The old gentleman then inquired whether he conld inform him
whether Juues Freer, son of Marraew, had any brothers? Josam
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¥FisLo informed him, that Jaues had but one brother, whose name
was Repsrr,

Inguiry was then made as to the brothers of Marrmew Fiewn,
Io reply it was stated, that Marrrew had & large number of brothers,
some 8ix ot seven, a Jist of whose names counld be obtained from n
relative of his. Josra Freco stated, that he eould recollect the
nimes of several, There was one named Ricasep, one Janx, another
WiLLLay, and another Mantov,

The old gentleman then inquired whether Josran Fignp had any
certain information, as to the fawily relationship between Roseer
¥iern, of Flushing, and Zacnarian Fierp who emigrated to Boston
some years earlier than Roserr Fiece's settlement at Flushingt
Josiau Fizno replied, that he had not, but that there was a tradition
that Lad ecome down through the families of the Flushing Fraros,
that Zacsasrans Fierd was related to Ropent, but not 50 near as first
cousin; that they were descendants from the same stock within &
few generations, he had no donbt

The old gentlemnn then informed Jostan Fieip, that he was of
the Massachuseits branch of the Fixrp family, and that the informa-
tign now obtained (if reliable) settled a very important question,
which had rested in his mind for a grest length of time, that is
whether Zacoantan FeeLp was a descendant of Joux Fierp, the as-
tronomer-—shat if it were fully established that Romger Freip was
the grandson of Marreew, and that Martaew had a brother Jomy,
lie was perfectly satised, that both Zacnariam and Roserr were the
deacendants of Jony Fiewo the astrosomer, the fornter his grandsen,
the latter his preat-grandson, for he well remembered, when he waa
a boy, of hearing & conversation between hia grandfather and two
still older members of the Fikep family, in which they all agreed, as
a settled matter of fact, that the father of Zacuaziau Frecp nnd the
grandlather of Roseer Figro, of Flusking, were brothers, and that
the nome of the father of Zscaaziag was Joay.

Josiam FiELp remarked, that the information respectiog the .
aacestors of Roser? Frerp, of Flushiog, roight be relied on as be.
yond question; that an original account of the transactions of Ros-
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E&T Fiein, in the settlement of Flushing, including & notice of his
ancestors, was deposited with the recorda of the town of Flusbing,
where they remained more than a hundred years, when unforta.
nately,in the year 1789, the buildlng in which they were deposited,
with all its contents, was destroyed by fire. Much valunble infor
mation was thus irretrievably lost, but the descendants of Rosesr
FieLp, or at least some of them, had, for their own satisfaction,
obtained from these records a list of their ancestors, back to Jowx
Fiarp, the astronomer. These lists were very defective oo some
nceounts, containing little more than the names of the parfies with
the years of their birth, not furnishing any account of their oceupa-
tions, and in many instances, no date as to the tima of their denth.
These omissions contimued to about the year 1700.

The old gentleman on leaving, asid he wanld call again in a few
ilays, when he would like {o obtain 8 memorandum of the ancestors
of Roresr Fietp, and that, in return, he could furnish zome interest-
ing accounts of the Massachusetts branch of the Fiero family. e
left his card and stated that he was residing temporarily with a
friend of his in Harlem, whose place he deseribed with an intima-
tion that be would be gratified with a call from Jostam Frewp, if he
ghould at any time be in that vicinity.

Joaran FieLp was anticipating o call from his o)d friend but new
acquaintance for zome weeks, but he did not make his appearance.
Josum Fixen finally called on a relative of his, to go with him to
Harlem and look after him. On reaching the place, they learned
that the old gentleman had a day or two previously gome to Troy
to spend a few days with the intention of returning very soon. He,
however, never did retarn, He died suddenly, either at Tmy, or
on his way back,

Joeram Fiewh mislaid his card, but was pretty certain the old
gentleman’s name was Hevey Precn.

Josan Figtp, died some yeara since at abont the age of 84 years.
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STATEMENT OF GEORGE CORLIES.

Georae Corligs was born in 1754, A large part of his life he
spent in New York. Mr. Ricesrp Frero says that fie came to New
York in 1811, and knew Corties almost from that time. Twenty
yeara ago he was still living, and was well known, He was a ma-
son, but a man of mere than ordinary intelligence, and of most re-
spectable character. :

Statewent of Geonee CoRLIES, in relatior lo information oblained
Srow an old lady of the Fierp fonily, o vesident of Newtoun,
L T, in the year 1842, ab which time shie was over D0 years old
Her name was Marearer Buitn, formerly Fimvo.  She was the
widow of Taasc Surrn, aud grand-daughter of ELNaTEAY Fietp,
who was ton of Roseer Freip, Ir., of Newtown, L. I, and
grandson of Rovesr F1eup, of Flushing, The information ob-
tained was from her veplies fo certain writfen guevies furnished
Mr. CorLiks by Ricasrn Fierd, principally in relation fo his
Yneal ancestors, with but little vegard to their coliaferal branches.
The information elicited was laken down at the time by Mr. Cog-
TUES, i writing,

Sha snid she was bern in Flushing, and that her grandfather
was & grandson of Resert FIELD, one of the first proprietors of that
town, That in early life she spent much of her time at her grand-
father’s, who wag excessively fond of talking about his apcestore;
and she heard him so fregnently repeat acconnts of their early his-
tory, that she could remember, with great distinctness, many items
of information which, he =aid, he obtained directly from his grand-
father, Ropert FiELD, Among these weve the following: That his
(R. F)s} father’s name wna James Fiew, and thet his grandfather's
name was Marigew Frewp, snd that Mareew had no less than
geven brothers; that these brotlers and their children had become
widely seattered, niany of them having left Ardsley previously to
Ropert Fikivs coming to Ameriea; that Marrrew and oll his

stamm
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brothers were born in Ardsley, to which place their father, Joun
Frerp, had removed about the time of his marriage, having previ-
onely been & resident of London, where he was born about the yeor
1525, and where he resided between 30 and 40 years; and it was
there that he published his astronomical works, She further said
that she remembered dietinetly that Marrnew Freep had a brother
Jomy, whose eon, ZaooHevs,* emigrated to this conniry, according to
the statement of Romert FieLp, ahout a dozen years before he did,
and that he came cut to the Bay State, where he remained but a
short time, At the time of the arrival of Ronear F{m, he was re-
siding somewhere in the coleny of Connecticnt. She alao stated
that Marrmew's brother Witrram had two sons, who came to this
eountry very eoon after their consin Zaccarvs; that they cama to
Rhode Island and Providence Plantations: that one of these sons
was named after his father, and the other after his prandfather.
Bhe related many anecdotes, in relation to family matters, which
are of liftle interest at this time,

Georce Corues died about ihe year 1847, ot about the age of
93 years,

* ZiccHEUS—doubtless Zicmariam, On thls, Mr. Bicainp Firun observes;
¢ There can be no reasonable doubt but that Corrixt misunderstood the name
given by he old lady, or thAt she inadvertently miscalled It, as she fixes the
time and place of emlgration precisely correzponding with that of Zacwantan;
and it wonld be & perfect abaurdliy to suppose that there could have been two
persons of 80 nearly the same name, ardving [n Doston about the sawe time,
and thot nebody to this day should ever have heard of it. The accaunt of the
emigralion aof the twoe sons of MaTTEEW FIELD's brother Wnirix I also conslier
perfectly rellable, conflrmed, as it Is, by the fact that two brothers of corres-
pooding names are knawa to have arrived io Elode Ialand juat about the time
designated in this aecount.”



14

Thess testimonies create at least a strong probability, especially
88 they are confirmed by all we lesra from other sources. Ome
slight fact, which has just come to my knowledge, points this way.
Hoo. Riiaep Fierp, of Princeton, New Jersey, late U. 8. Senator
from that Biate, and now Judge of the U. 8. District Conrt, on see
ing the coat of arms printed in this littla volumn, wea at onec
struck with its resemblanes 0 a seal whieh had been in his family
for generations, The nrms were exactly the same, and the crest
also, except that the nrm was horizontal, as Mr, Osgoop Frewp says
it ought to be. Onone side of the seal are the initinls, R. F., which
are wudoubtedly those of Rosesr Firrp, of Flushing, from whom
the New Jerscy Fizips are descended. How came Romerr Fizen
in possession of this very peculinr crest, which was never given to
but one man ?  Plainly, because he was a direet descendant, Thia
entablishes the fact, bayond all doubt, that the Flue}hing and New
Jersey Frzups—and henco, according to the other testimonies here
given, the other families in this country also—are descended fram
Jonx FisLp, the satronomer,
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Bxxaauir Fixnn had six sons antl two denglitors.  Hia fonrth son, A
THoMT, wea born’in 1048, He married Hanxan Buetidg, nnd had o pon,
Joux; who married Lynia Hazarp, and hed s son, Mosgs; who marrled
typax E. Osaoop, and had seven children; among whem are Qugoot
FraLp, of London, and Mavsazrr B Fiewp, Assistant Bocretary of the
Trensury of the Unfiod 8tates, The ninth generation from Jomx Fixup,
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